Primary malignant melanoma of the transverse colon: report of a case and review of the literature.
Gastrointestinal involvement by malignant melanoma is predominantly a metastatic phenomenon. Although primary malignant melanoma of the gastrointestinal tract has been documented in the esophagus, stomach, small bowel, and anorectum, the incidence of primary melanoma of the colon is rare and remains controversial in most cases. We present a case of solitary malignant melanoma of the transverse colon occurring in a 64-year-old African American male patient. Complete dermatologic and ophthalmologic examinations revealed no evidence of a cutaneous or an ocular primary lesion. Microscopic examination of the resection specimen revealed malignant melanoma, which was confirmed by immunohistochemical positivity for S100 and melan-A. We believe that this tumor represents a primary colonic malignant melanoma.